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poor and left it poor would have been regarded a<
a phenomenon. When leaders in the State scorn
gains which their predecessors took with alacrity, %.
like disinterestedness in time may permeate the
lower strata of political life. If Richelieu used his
power to accumulate wealth, he should be judged
by the standard of his age, but it is pleasant to
believe that in our day so great a statesman
would be content with fame as the reward for his
labours; even if the desire for gain is equally strong,
the force of opinion now restrains most public men
from becoming rich at the public expense.
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